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 SUNSHINE  –  AT  LAST 
 The  return  of  long-awaited  warmer  weather  gives  contributors  to  this  Newsletter  a  chance  to  bask 
 in  the  sunshine  of  a  challenging  but  successful  year  so  far..  These  reports  draw  on  the 
 presentations  made  to  the  well-attended  Annual  Parish  Meeting  on  May  18th. 

 NYNEHEAD  PARISH  COUNCIL 

 Outgoing  Parish  Council  Chair  Jeremy  Toye  presented  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Parish  Meeting 
 before  some  25  parishioners. 

 The  main  challenge  this  year  came  from  the  weather,  with  excessive  rainfall  flooding  our  fields  and 
 roads  to  an  unusual  degree.  The  main  road  to  Wellington  was  blocked  for  several  days  by 
 flooding  under  the  railway.  Councillors,  led  by  Malcolm  Vest,  battled  to  not  only  remove  the 
 blockage  but  also  to  tackle  its  cause.  The  road  was  eventually  reopened  through  the  intervention 
 of  local  volunteers  -  Simon  Fox  and  Ronnie  Smith  in  particular  -  backed  by  Highways  staff. 
 Malcolm  continues  to  work  with  Highways  on  an  improved  flood  warning  system,  through  new 
 signage  and  regular  run-off  clearances. 

 Another  risk  to  residents  is  excessive  speeding  by  some  motorists,  against  the  background  of 
 increased  traffic  on  our  narrow  village  roads.  Our  Clerk,  Vicky  Hebditch,  has  worked  tirelessly  for 
 months  to  get  our  hands  on  a  grant-funded  Speed  Indicator  Device,  a  screen  display  which  warns 
 drivers  when  they  are  over  the  20mph  limit.  As  a  result  of  her  work,  we  are  now  the  proud  owners 
 of  a  SID  which  we  aim  to  have  installed  in  June.  It  will  monitor  the  most  heavily  populated  part  of 
 the  village  stretching  east  from  the  Memorial  Hall.  Unfortunately,  some  other  locations,  including  in 
 East  Nynehead,  have  not  been  approved  by  Highways,  as  a  long,  straight  stretch  of  road  is 
 required  -  a  rarity  in  these  parts.  Ian  Rutherford  and  Ben  Tingay  who  have  completed  SID  training 
 have  been  very  supportive  in  preparing  the  device  for  installation,  and  have  volunteered  to  keep  it 
 charged-up  and  monitored  online. 

 On  our  footpaths,  the  past  year  saw  the  retirement  of  Joe  Frost  as  the  Council’s  Footpath  Officer. 
 Joe,  who  has  been  battling  illness,  has  proved  irreplaceable,  so  volunteers  have  stepped  in  where 
 action  is  required.  The  Council  pay  tribute  to  Ben  Tingay  and  Steve  Wadham  who  strim  and  mow 
 the  footpaths  during  the  summer.  Ben  is  also  happy  to  be  notified  about  blocked  gullies  (via 
 Nynehead  Now  or  the  Parish  Clerk),  and  will  use  the  new  gully-grabber  to  remove  silt  and  try  to 
 clear  blockages. 

 Nynehead  Now,  the  WhatsApp  based  ‘digital  noticeboard’  set  up  by  the  Parish  Council  just  over  a 
 year  ago  now  has  more  than  80  users.  To  join  NN  and  stay  up-to-date  on  community  initiatives, 
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 please  contact  Jeremy  Toye  through  WhatsApp  on  07801  824755  or  jemtoye@gmail.com.  The 
 Nynehead  Now  service  remains  supported  by  the  quarterly  Newsletter,  sent  to  every  home  either 
 on  foot  by  volunteers  or  via  email. 

 The  Parish  Council  has  just  five  members,  each  of  whom  works  hard  for  the  community.  Jeremy 
 Toye  has  stepped  down  as  a  member  and  Chair,  so  Jan  Butterley  has  generously  agreed  to  return 
 to  her  role  as  Chair.  The  numerical  shortfall  will  be  filled  by  Peter  Swinburn,  who  has  already 
 proved  invaluable  by  casting  a  professional  eye  over  the  somewhat  convoluted  arrangements 
 between  the  Hall,  the  Club  and  the  Parish  Council. 

 Vicky  Hebditch  is  also  stepping  down  as  Clerk  to  the  Council  at  the  end  of  August,  so  the  search  is 
 on  for  her  replacement. 

 Vacancy  for  Parish  Clerk  &  Responsible  Financial  Officer 

 Applications  are  invited  for  the  position  of  Clerk  and  Responsible  Financial  Officer  (RFO)  for 
 Nynehead  Parish  Council.  To  commence  on  the  1st  September  2026. 

 The  Clerk  is  responsible  for  organising  meetings  of  the  Council  and  assisting  the  Chairman. 
 Responsibilities  include:  administration  of  Council’s  paperwork  and  governance  (including  policies), 
 advice  on  procedure  and  implementing  instructions  of  Council.  As  RFO,  the  Clerk  is  responsible  for 

 financial  management  of  Council  ensuring  full  transparency  and  accountability. 

 Attendance  would  be  required  at  the  monthly  meetings  usually  held  on  the  third  Monday  of  every 
 month  in  Nynehead  Memorial  Hall  at  19.30.  The  Clerk  works  from  home,  and  office  expenses  are  paid 

 with  a  laptop  and  printer  supplied. 

 The  Clerk  is  expected  to  work  at  least  28  hours  per  month.  Hourly  rate  is  subject  to  level  of 
 experience.  Free  professional  training  is  available.  For  more  information  about  the  village  and 

 Nynehead  Parish  Council  visit  nyneheadparish.gov.uk 

 Please  send  a  letter  of  application  and  C.V.  to  the  Chairman,  Dr  J  Butterley.  Email: 
 janparishcouncil@gmail.com  |  Tel:  01823  461349  /  07899  924671 

 Scenes  from  the  Annual  Parish  Meeting  and  Memorial  Club  Open  Mic  Night 
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 NYNEHEAD  MEMORIAL  HALL 

 Following  its  recent  makeover,  the  Hall  continues  to  play  a  significant  role  in  village  life.  Of  the  44 
 bookings  so  far  in  2026,  13  are  from  regular  hirers.  We’re  also  delighted  to  welcome  a  new  weekly 
 group,  Toddler  Town.  Our  regular  users  include  art  classes,  Morris  dancers,  Tai  Chi,  Nynehead 
 Natters,  cribbage  groups  and  many  children’s  parties  —  to  name  just  a  few. 

 The  Parish  Council  holds  its  meetings  in  the  hall,  and  this  month  the  Nynehead  Hall  Committee 
 held  its  AGM  here  too.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  with  discussions  covering  the  success  of 
 the  renovation,  the  floor  refurbishment  and  the  new  online  booking  system. 

 A  question  was  raised  about  our  very  reasonable  hire  charges  (£14  per  hour  for  ad  hoc  bookings 
 and  £12  for  regular  hirers).  This  led  to  a  wider  conversation  about  future  heating  costs  and 
 whether  a  small  increase  might  be  needed  later  in  the  year.  We  also  learned  that  the  hall  and  club 
 had  experienced  a  significant  water  leak,  only  discovered  when  a  new  water  meter  was  installed. 
 Thankfully,  the  issue  has  now  been  resolved. 

 The  Hall  Committee  would  warmly  welcome  any  villagers  —  long-term  residents  or  newcomers  — 
 who  might  like  to  get  involved  as  committee  members,  trustees  or  simply  an  extra  pair  of  hands. 

 For  booking  enquiries,  please  visit  our  new  website  at  nyneheadmemorialhall.org  and  follow  the 
 link  to  “Bookings”,  where  you  can  view  the  schedule,  request  a  slot  and  find  the  user  guide. 
 Alternatively,  contact  Barbara  Greenslade  at  nyneheadhallbookings@btinternet.com  . 

 NYNEHEAD  MEMORIAL  CLUB 

 The  Club  (next  door  and  adjacent  to  the  Hall)  provides  a  welcoming  friendly  atmosphere  for 
 people  to  gather.  New  members  and  guests  are  always  welcome,  as  are  suggestions  and  ideas  to 
 help  us  achieve  the  Club’s  mission  statement  ‘To  further  the  social  life  of  the  village  and  to 
 promote  mutual  improvement  and  entertainment’ 

 Membership:  £5  from  1st  January  -  31st  December,  renewable  annually.  (£2.50  1st  June  -  31st 
 December) 

 The  Club  is  open  to  members  and  guests  every  Saturday  8pm  -  11pm,  plus  alternate  Thursday 
 evenings  7.30pm  -  11.00pm  (trial  during  May  and  June,  for  review  re  July  and  August)  and  also  on 
 the  third  Friday  of  the  month  for  Open  Mic  Nights  7.00pm  -  11.00pm.  However,  no  Open  Mic  Night 
 in  June,  next  one  Friday  17th  July. 

 As  well  as  serving  a  selection  of  alcoholic  and  non/low  alcoholic  drinks  at  ‘club  prices’,  hot 
 beverages  (tea  and  coffee)  and  a  selection  of  snacks  are  also  available.  There  are  also  facilities 
 for  visitors  to  enjoy  a  game  of  pool,  table  tennis  and  /  or  darts,  as  well  as  a  traditional  skittle  alley. 

 Club  open  and  upcoming  events  in  June: 

 Thursday  4th  June  7.30pm  -  11.00pm  Saturday  6th  June  8.00pm  -  11.00pm 

 Saturday  13th  June  8.00pm  -  11.00pm  Quiz  Night  -  A  bottle  of  bubbly  for  the  winner(s)! 
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 Thursday  18th  June  7.30pm  -  11.00pm  Saturday  27th  June  8.00pm  -  11.00pm 

 Friday  17th  July  7.00pm  -  11.00pm  Open  Mic  Night 

 Saturday  18th  July  7.00pm  -  11.00pm  Annual  Club  BBQ  -  (To  be  confirmed) 

 Keep  a  look  out  for  the  ‘Club  Open  Tonight’  board! 

 NYNEHEAD  NATTERS 

 A  fortnightly  opportunity  for  villagers  and  friends  to  gather  to  enjoy  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee,  cake 
 (usually  delicious  homemade  bakes)  and  a  chat,  held  in  the  Hall  2  -  4pm  on  alternate  Friday’s. 
 Nynehead  Natters  is  a  self-funded  volunteer  group  therefore,  currently,  a  donation  of  £1  each 
 towards  the  cost  of  the  Hall  hire  charge  is  gratefully  received. 

 Dates:  3rd,  17th  &  31st  July,  14th  &  28th  August,  11th  &  25th  September 

 ALL  SAINTS  CHURCH 

 The  church  continues  to  have  two  services  each  month  both  usually  attended  by  around  20 
 people.  The  second  Sunday  of  the  month  we  hold  Holy  Communion  in  church  with  a  member  of 
 the  clergy.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  we  take  the  service  into  the  drawing  room  at 
 Nynehead  Court,  but  everyone  is  welcome  to  attend  this.  It  is  usually  a  short  lay-  led  service. 

 We  have  only  undertaken  one  repair  to  the  Church  this  year,  replacement  of  2  soakaways  to  stop 
 the  flooding  outside  the  south  and  the  east  doors.  An  archaeologist  supervised  this  work. 

 We  were  very  grateful  to  again  receive  a  grant  from  the  Parish  Council  this  year,  to  help  towards 
 maintenance  of  the  churchyard.  The  spring  flowers  in  the  churchyard  have  been  particularly 
 impressive  this  year. 

 Finance  continues  to  be  difficult,  but  we  have  recently  been  awarded  a  grant  for  maintenance  and 
 this  is  to  be  used  for  repointing  of  significantly  weathered  parts  of  the  church  tower.  Abseilers  are 
 due  to  carry  this  work  out  during  the  week  commencing  15th  of  June  during  which  time  access 
 through  the  churchyard  to  Nynehead  Court  Gardens  will  not  be  available. 

 When  Nynehead  Court  has  Open  Gardens  we  have  the  Church  open  for  people  to  look  around. 
 This  will  be  on  Sunday  28  June  in  aid  of  National  Gardens  scheme,  2-4.30  pm  and  Sunday  26  July 
 for  St  Margaret’s  Hospice.  2-4.30pm. 

 Upcoming  services: 

 June  14  Service  in  Nynehead  church  11  am 
 June  28th  service  of  morning  prayer  in  Nynehead  Court.  Everyone  welcome 
 July  12  Holy  Communion  in  church  at  11  am  led  by  Reverend  Alison  Norris 
 July  26  short  service  of  Holy  Communion  in  Nynehead  Court  led  by  Reverend  Paul 
 August  9  Holy  Communion  in  church  at  11  am  led  by  Reverend  Suzy 
 August  23rd  Morning  prayer  in  Nynehead  Court,  lay-led. 
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 NYNEHEAD  GARDEN  CLUB 
 Nynehead  Garden  Club  has  enjoyed  a  busy  year  so  far  and  has  now  got  two  of  the  summer  trips 
 booked:  anyone  is  welcome  to  join  if  they  wish. 

 The  first  trip  is  on  June  18  th  at  Nynehead  Court  Gardens  with  a  tour  by  the  head  gardener  around 
 the  gardens.  Tea  and  cake  will  be  available  in  the  orangery  afterwards.  The  second  trip  is  on  July 
 7  th  at  Elworthy  Cottage  Gardens  in  a  tranquil  setting.  Tea  and  cake  available. 

 Flower  Show  August  8  th 

 Having  now  received  the  Nynehead  News  you  should  have  also  received  the  Flower  Show 
 schedule  detailing  all  categories  available  to  enter.  We  very  much  hope  everybody  has  a  go  at  one 
 or  more  categories  so  the  hall  is  filled  with  lots  of  interesting  fruit,  veg,  bakery  and  craftware.  It’s  a 
 great  opportunity  to  come  along  to  have  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  go  at  the  raffle.  If  anybody  has  any 
 raffle  prizes  they  could  give  us,  that  would  be  much  appreciated. 

 If  you  are  interested  in  joining  the  trips  or  have  any  raffle  prizes,  please  contact  Gordon  Stead  on 
 07818  003385. 

 NYNEHEAD  JUBILEE  PLAYING  FIELD 

 A  big  thank  you  to  everyone  who  has  served  on  the  Jubilee  Playing  Field  Committee  this  year,  and 
 to  the  volunteers  who  have  helped  us  with  upkeep  and  essential  maintenance.  It  makes  a  huge 
 difference.  We  particularly  want  to  thank  our  volunteer  mowers.  They  have  saved  the  charity 
 nearly  £1,000  in  the  last  financial  year  alone. 

 Through  grants  and  fundraising  events,  we  have  also  raised  an  incredible  £4,000.  This  included 
 an  application  to  the  Somerset  Council  Social  Value  Fund,  which  has  allowed  us  to  finally  go 
 ahead  with  the  complete  resurfacing  and  renovation  of  the  perimeter  track. 
 Alongside  generous  donations,  this  means  that  the  playing  field  accounts  are  now  in  surplus.  This 
 is  no  small  thing,  given  the  nearly  £2,500  shortfall  we  faced  this  time  last  year. 

 We  have  still  faced  a  few  maintenance  challenges.  The  main  timber  structures  are  slowly  coming 
 to  the  end  of  their  usable  life,  and  following  strong  recommendations  from  RoSPA,  we  had  to 
 decommission  and  remove  the  monkey  bars  altogether.  We  continue  to  monitor  all  equipment,  and 
 await  a  new  report  in  July  before  we  make  any  decisions  on  further  works  or  investments.  If  you 
 notice  anything  that  needs  addressing  in  the  meantime,  please  do  let  us  know.  We’ll  always  do  our 
 best  to  follow  up  on  your  concerns. 

 Arboricare  undertook  a  full  tree  survey  and  flagged  any  trees  that  needed  immediate  action.  We 
 are  working  through  removing  and  cutting  back  those  with  the  highest  priority,  and  this  work  will 
 continue  after  the  nesting  season.  We  also  engaged  National  Grid  regarding  the  tree  threatening 
 to  collapse  on  the  substation.  They  then  came  and  removed  it,  thankfully  at  no  cost  to  us  or  the 
 neighbouring  property. 

 Our  focus  for  this  year  is  improving  our  existing  facilities,  upgrading  the  benches,  and  designing 
 new  roadside  and  entrance  signage.  We  hope  to  make  the  playing  field  a  welcoming  place  to 
 enjoy  this  summer. 

 The  Nynehead  Jubilee  Playing  Field  Committee.  nyneheadplayingfield@gmail.com 
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 NYNEHEAD  CRICKET  CLUB 

 Nynehead  Cricket  Club  has  undergone  a  significant  period  of  transition  over  the  last  year,  with 
 many  of  our  longer-serving  members  retiring  from  active  involvement  in  the  club.  While  we  are 
 extremely  grateful  for  their  years  of  dedication  and  service,  this  change  has  also  created 
 opportunities  for  a  new  generation  of  players  to  step  forward  and  shape  the  future  of  the  club. 

 We  are  particularly  pleased  to  see  younger  members  taking  on  leadership  roles,  with  our  fixture 
 secretary  and  both  our  T20  and  Sunday  team  captains  now  in  their  early  twenties.  Their 
 enthusiasm  and  commitment  have  brought  fresh  energy  to  the  club  and  helped  strengthen 
 participation  and  team  spirit. 

 The  club  continues  to  run  regular  fixtures  throughout  the  season,  with  matches  taking  place  on 
 Tuesdays  and  Sundays.  There  is  always  a  good  atmosphere  at  the  ground,  with  families  regularly 
 bringing  children  along  to  play  and  enjoy  the  surroundings  while  matches  are  underway.  The  club 
 aims  to  provide  a  welcoming  environment  for  players  and  spectators  of  all  ages.  We  are  also 
 particularly  proud  of  our  traditional  cricket  teas,  which  continue  to  be  an  important  part  of  the 
 matchday  experience  at  Nynehead.  At  a  time  when  many  clubs  are  moving  away  from  offering 
 teas,  we  are  keen  to  maintain  this  tradition  as  part  of  the  friendly  and  community-focused 
 atmosphere  that  makes  the  club  special.  Thanks  to  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  our  grounds 
 team  the  cricket  ground  continues  to  look  truly  stunning,  particularly  on  a  sunny  summer  evening. 

 This  year,  the  club  has  launched  a  new  fundraising  campaign  to  improve  our  grounds  equipment. 
 We  were  very  grateful  to  receive  a  £2,500  grant  from  The  Cricket  Charity,  which  enabled  us  to 
 purchase  a  new  square  mower.  However,  we  are  now  working  towards  raising  a  further  £15,000  to 
 purchase  a  much-needed  new  outfield  mower  to  help  maintain  the  quality  of  the  playing  surface. 
 We  are  also  purchasing  a  defibrillator  which  will  be  kept  in  the  pavilion. 

 We  continue  to  look  for  additional  volunteers  to  assist  with  grounds  maintenance  and  general  club 
 activities  as  our  young  committee  would  benefit  from  the  support  and  skills  of  older  or  more 
 experienced  members  of  the  village.  We  are  also  always  keen  to  welcome  new  players  and  their 
 families  to  the  club. 

 Anyone  interested  in  joining  or  getting  involved  is  encouraged  to  contact  David  Raybould  on 
 07967  657122. 
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 DIARY 

 Event  Date  Venue  Time 
 Nynehead  Club  Thu  4th  June  Nynehead  Club  7.30-11pm 

 Nynehead  Club  Sat  6th  June  Nynehead  Club  8-11pm 

 Garden  Club  Nynehead  Court 
 tour 

 Mon  8th  June  Nynehead  Court 

 Nynehead  Club  Quiz  Night  Sat  13th  June  Nynehead  Club  8-11pm 

 Church  Service  Sun  14th  June  All  Saints  11am 

 Parish  Council  meeting  Mon  15  th  June  Memorial  Hall  7.30pm 

 Nynehead  Club  Thu  18th  June  Nynehead  Club  7.30-11pm 

 Nynehead  Club  Sat  27th  June  Nynehead  Club  8-11pm 

 Morning  Prayer  Sun  28th  June  Nynehead  Court  11am 

 Nynehead  Natters  Fri  3  rd  July  Memorial  Hall  2-4pm 

 Grden  Club  trip  to  Elworthy 
 Cottage  Gardens 

 Mon  7th  July  Elworthy  Cottage 

 Holy  Communion  Sun  12th  July  All  Saints  11am 

 Nynehead  Natters  Fri  17  th  July  Memorial  Hall  2-4pm 

 Open  Mic  Night  Fri  17th  July  Nynehead  Club  7-11pm 

 Nynehead  Club  BBQ  (tbc)  Sat  18th  July  Nynehead  Club  7-11pm 
 Parish  Council  meeting  Mon  20  th  July  Memorial  Hall  7.30pm 

 Holy  Communion  Sun  26th  July  Nynehead  Court  11am 
 Nynehead  Natters  Fri  31  st  July  Memorial  Hall  2-4pm 

 Nynehead  Flower  Show  Sat  8th  August  Memorial  Hall 

 Holy  Communion  Sun  9th  August  All  Saints  11am 
 Nynehead  Natters  Fri  14  th  August  Memorial  Hall  2-4pm 

 Parish  Council  meeting  Mon  17  th  August  Memorial  Hall  7.30pm 

 Morning  Prayer  Sun  23rd  August  Nynehead  Court  11am 
 Nynehead  Natters  Fri  28  th  August  Memorial  Hall  2-4pm 

 7 



 USEFUL  CONTACTS 

 Organisation  Contact  Phone  Email 
 NHS  non-urgent  111 
 Police  non-urgent  101 
 Parish  Council 

 Chair  Jan  Butterley  461349  janparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 Members  Amanda  Harcombe  amandaharcombe975@gmail.com 

 Malcolm  Vest  461758  malcolm.vest@btinternet.com 
 Rachael  Ball  Risk  975826  rachaelnyneheadparish@gmail.com 
 Peter  Swinburn  07970 

 508455 

 Clerk  to  Council  Vicky  Hebditch  461474  clerk@nyneheadparish.gov.uk 
 Somerset 
 Councillors 

 Gwilym  Wren 
 Dave  Mansell 

 400657 
 01984 

 623823 

 gwil.wren@somerset.gov  .uk 
 dave.mansell@somerset.gov.uk 

 MP  Rachel  Gilmour  rachel.gilmour.mp@parliament.uk 
 Police  PCSO  Vicky 

 Henderson 
 07889 

 655302 
 victoria.henderson@avonandsomerset  .p 
 olice.uk 

 All  Saints  Church  Rachel  Vest  461758  malcomandrachel.vest@btinternet.com 
 Cricket  Club 

 Captains  Jamie  Lee 
 Calum  Hayman 

 07467 
 275861 

 jamielee39@g  mail.com 

 Chairman  David  Raybould  07967 
 657122 

 daraybould@btinternet.com 

 Garden  Club  Gordon  Stead  07818 
 003385 

 gordontstead@gmail.com 

 Jubilee  Playing  Field  Rachael  Ball  Risk  975826  nyneheadplayingfield@gmail.com 
 Memorial  Hall 

 Chair  Gary  Sparks  07852 
 335176 

 gm.sparks@talktalk.net 

 Bookings  Barbara  Greenslade  07500 
 905545 

 nyneheadhallbookings@btinternet.com 

 Caretaker  Diva  Cleaning 
 Services 

 07309 
 494035 

 divacleaningservices@outlook.com 

 Nynehead  Club 
 Secretary 

 Amanda  Harcombe  amandaharcombe975@gmail.com 

 Village  Agent  Sharon  Coles  07947 
 901559 

 sharonc@somersetrcc.org.uk 

 Nynehead  News 
 Nynehead  Now 

 Jeremy  Toye  07801 
 824755 

 jemtoye@gmail.com 

 Nynehead  News  publication  dates  and  deadlines  for  2026 
 Deadline  for  copy  Publication  date 
 Thursday  20th  August  Tuesday  1st  September 
 Friday  20  th  November  Tuesday  1  st  December 
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