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No. 42/ 1 June 2025 

                

NYNEHEAD NEEDS YOU!    

Volunteers are the life-blood of almost all community activity in Nynehead, whether it’s for the Parish 
Council, Memorial Hall, Playing Fields or the Clubs. All of them are very appreciative for the volunteer 
support they already receive, but they would all be very grateful for more. If you would like to help in 
any way, please see the list of Useful Contacts at the end of this Newsletter and get in touch.  

One of the most useful tasks is keeping an eagle eye on our public footpaths, a job which Joe Frost 
has done so enthusiastically for 15 years. If you (and perhaps your dogs) use the footpaths regularly, 
could you be the person to tip us off the Parish Council when something needs fixing? (And please do 
remember to pick up after your dog). 

PARISH COUNCIL   

On Monday 19th May, the Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Memorial Hall. Wine and light 
refreshments were served to residents who came to meet their Councillors. Around forty people 
attended this annual opportunity for all the Nynehead clubs, societies and activities to come together, 
read out their yearly report, ask questions and give suggestions to the Members of the Parish Council 
for new or improved facilities.  
 

Nynehead Parish Council Chair, Dr Jan Butterley announced her decision to stand down as Chair (she 
will continue as a Councillor). Members would like to express their gratitude to Jan for all her hard 
work as Chair: she has contributed so much to the work of the Council and to the community as a 
whole. Her extensive local knowledge and deep-rooted support for many aspects of village life 
ensured steady and effective governance. 
 

This year’s hot topic at the Annual Parish Meeting was the major refurbishment of M5 junction 26 
and A38 Chelston link which will be closed to all vehicles from mid-June to mid-September. 
Considerable extra traffic in the lanes around Nynehead is a likely outcome, causing concern to 
residents. Somerset Council Public Liaison Officer, Syed Shah, attended the meeting to answer 
questions. Mr Shah advised that funds have been allocated for roads near the scheme liable to 
increases in traffic volumes. As the roads through and around Nynehead will be affected, the Parish 
Council will submit details of road defects needing repair prior to these extensive roadworks. 
Residents are also urged to report potholes and gully issues on the local roads using the link:  
www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/ as a higher number 
of individual reports carries more weight with Somerset Highways and is more likely to result in 
problems being rectified by the Highways Department. 
 

First Aid and Defibrillator Training 

Wivey First Responders have kindly agreed to run these life-saving courses. It is over two years since 
the last training sessions here in Nynehead.  

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
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They will be held in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 14th June at 3pm, Monday 23rd June and Thursday 
26th June at 7pm. The course is FREE and lasts for 1 hour. Please contact Vicky Hebditch by email at 
nyneheadclerk@gmail.com or phone 01823 461474 to reserve your place. 
 

Since last summer, the Parish Council has continued work on the Flood Strategy with several meetings 
with Somerset Highways engineers, who are now well aware of the flooding issues. Progress on 
resolving them is being made, albeit frustratingly slowly. Increased frequency of gully emptying along 
the Resilient Flood Route (road to Langford Budville) is promised.  At Hornshay there are plans to aid 
flood water drainage so that the road drains more quickly and in East Nynehead, the field opposite 
Langdale has planted with grass rather than maize or potatoes to reduce water and silt run-off.  
 

To encourage adherence to the new 20mph speed limits, the Parish Council has secured approval 
from Somerset Council to place Speed Indicative Devices (SIDs) outside the Memorial Hall and near 
the Jubilee Playing Field entrance. Three volunteers have undertaken training which enables them to 
safely move the SID. The final hurdle is to obtain a grant from the Avon & Somerset Road Safety Fund 
to pay for the new device, which it is hoped will be operational before the end of the year. 
 

At the May Parish Council meeting Mr Jeremy Toye was unanimously elected Chair, with Dr Jan 
Butterley becoming the Vice-Chair. Members would like to thank Mr Toye for taking on this key role 
where he will direct his hard work and energy towards the many projects that the Parish Council 
undertakes, such as the Emergency Plan for Nynehead, continuing work to mitigate flooding, 
attending relevant briefings and drop-in sessions and reviewing planning applications, to name a few. 
 

At www.nynehead.org (the village website) you can find an abundance of useful information, 
including key contacts and websites for reporting problems in the Parish, such as highways issues, fly 
tipping or flooding. You can also find up-to-date reports and advice from Somerset Council, the local 
Police and Neighbourhood Watch. 
 

The Parish Council continues to undertake Parish administration tasks at their monthly meetings such 
as planning, police report, highways, rights of way and payments. The Council aims to serve the needs 
of the community and residents are encouraged to share ideas, voice concerns or suggest initiatives 
by contacting the Clerk, Vicky Hebditch email: nyneheadclerk@gmail.com.  
 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Monday 16th June at the Nynehead Memorial Hall commencing 
at 19.30. Members of the public are very welcome to attend the meetings, with an opportunity to 
address issues of concern before the start of the official session and stay on to listen to proceedings. 
 

NYNEHEAD MEMORIAL HALL 
 

For the last month or so, following approval by the Hall management committee, Ian Rutherford and 
Barbara Greenslade have been busy working on two new, exciting developments for the Hall.  
 

Ian, with advice and help from Rachael Ball-Risk, has constructed a new hall website – 
https:nyneheadmemorialhall.org/home. Ian has also been working with Barbara on the introduction 
of the online booking platform called ‘Hallmaster’ which is linked on the new website. So far feedback 
from customers about the new booking system has been very positive! 
 

The Hall has also just been awarded a grant of £5,990 by the Somerset Community Foundation to 
improve insulation at the Hall as well as installing thermal curtains for the winter and a new switching 
system for the heaters. 

mailto:nyneheadclerk@gmail.com
https://www.nynehead.org/
mailto:nyneheadclerk@gmail.com
http://nyneheadmemorialhall.org/
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As well as the regular groups hiring the hall, we are delighted to be welcoming two new hire groups, 
who will be holding public events in the Hall, plus the welcome return of Chris Potter for his Annual 
Ferret Show (in the Hall car park) and the Garden Club hosting the Annual Flower Show.  
 

12th June 7.30pm - The @2K Theatre Group with their production of ‘Deadly Nightcap’ by Francis 
Durbridge. Tickets - pre book or pay on the door. 
 

24th June 7.00pm - Calling all dog owners!! 
Katherine Brunsch, ‘Tellington TTouch for Dogs’ (a fund-raising event for The Ferne Animal Sanctuary) 
Tickets - pre book or availability on the door. Find out more about Tellington TTouch on Facebook.  
 

20th July, All-Day event - Chris Potter’s Annual Ferret Show, BBQ selling Potter’s delicious sausage hot 
dogs, burgers and bacon baps. Nynehead Memorial Club - open all day, selling liquid refreshments. 
 

9th August 2.00pm - Annual Flower Show 

 

For booking enquiries and reservations, please check out the new website – 
https://nyneheadmemorialhall.org/home and follow the link to ‘bookings’, where you will be able to 
view the bookings schedule, request a booking and find a ‘user guide’. Or contact Barbara Greenslade 
at nyneheadhallbookings@btinternet.com. 
 

NYNEHEAD CLUB 

 

The Club AGM, held in March, was well attended by members, the following Committee Members 
were appointed: - 
Chair - Ann Odam  Secretary / Vice Chair - Amanda Harcombe 

Treasurer - Joe Frost  Bar Steward - Brian Odam 

Social Secretary - Barbara Greenslade 

Mark Reynolds  Mark Greenslade 

Tom O’Neil - Skittle Team Captain. 
 

Following a suggestion made by members to increase the annual membership fee, the committee has 
since reviewed and increased this as follows: - 
June 1st 2025 - 31st December 2025 Membership Fee - £2.50 per person. 
January 1st 2026 - 31st December 2026 Membership Fee - £5.00 per person. 
 

The Club is open every Saturday 8pm - 11pm, serving alcoholic, low / zero alcoholic drinks, tea / coffee 
and snacks, all at ‘club’ prices! We have a Dartboard, Pool Table and a Table Tennis Table plus a 50” 
TV for your entertainment, plus WiFi is available and card payments are now accepted! 

 

The refurbishment of the Club continues, with the generous donation from C&C Carpets, Wellington, 
who kindly supplied the new carpet which has been recently fitted in the entrance hall. 
 

Club events and additional ‘open’ dates: 
Thursday 12th June - Club open for after performance drinks. 
No Open Mic night in June. 
Saturday 12th July - Skittle Team Family BBQ, Club open to all from 8pm 

Friday 18th July - Open Mic Night 7pm - late 

Saturday 19th July - Annual club BBQ &amp; Ferret Racing 

http://nyneheadmemorialhall.org/
mailto:nyneheadhallbookings@btinternet.com
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Sunday 20th July - Club open all day during Chris Potter’s Ferret Show  
Saturday 9th August - Club Open 2.00pm - 4pm (Flower Show in Hall) 
Friday 15th August - Open Mic Night 7pm - late 

Friday 19th September- Open Mic Night - 7pm – late. 
 

Open Mic nights, which have now been running for over 2 years, continue to be a popular evening, 
with both existing club members and newcomers alike. All abilities and genres are welcome, we are 
regularly attracting performers from nearby villages, towns and from as far afield  as  Bridgwater, 
offering members and guests the opportunity to enjoy an evening of ‘live’ music and entertainment. 
During the Skittle season the Club is also open to all on alternate Thursdays and Tuesdays. Keep an 
‘eye out’ for the Club Open board. Bingo is another event we organise and last November we not only 
raised funds for the Club itself but also Nynehead Playing Field and Nynehead Natters.  Hopefully this 
Autumn we will be able to raise funds for the Gardening Club. 
 

JUBILEE PLAYING FIELD 

 

The Summer season is now in full swing at the Playing Field, with regular mowing to keep the grass 
at bay, so we can all enjoy the space in the warmer weather.  We recently held our AGM and elected 
a full committee. Thank you to everyone who is serving again this year. Without a full committee the 
Playing Field could no longer run, so it really does make all the difference. Another big thank you to 
our volunteer mowers, who continue to support us. 
 

Our recorded maintenance checks take place monthly, and the usual annual in-depth safety check by 
ROSPA is in June. If you notice anything that needs addressing in the meantime, please let us know, 
we’ll always do our best to follow up on your concerns. We've been made aware of some owners 
bringing dogs into the field, so a reminder that dogs must not come past the gate and are not allowed 
anywhere on the Playing Field grounds. This is due to our safeguarding responsibilities towards 
children in the play areas. 
 

Fundraising is at the top of our agenda going forward, and we would love for any upcoming events to 
bring the Nynehead community together. Joint ventures with any of the other groups in the village 
would be very welcome. We are particularly keen to throw a Party in the Park in September, so if you 
are a member of a community group and would like to raise funds together, please get in touch and 
we can make it happen! 
 

There has been some interest in a regular football meetup. If this is something you'd like to come 
along to, please contact us and we will try and arrange a suitable day and time. For this and any other 
suggestions, concerns or if you'd like to find out more about joining the committee, 
email nyneheadplayingfield@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:nyneheadplayingfield@gmail.com
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 

We continue to have a member of the clergy on only one Sunday each month, so our main service in 
Church is held on the second Sunday of the month, followed by tea, coffee and home-made biscuits.   
This is well attended, and our numbers are increasing.    On the fourth Sunday we have a lay-led short 
service of Morning Prayer with hymns in the drawing room at Nynehead Court to which everyone is 
invited. 
 

On 8th March we had a coffee morning and table-top sale in the Orangery, kindly organised by Helen 
for Nynehead Court in aid of church funds.   This was very well attended and raised over £400.  On 
4th April we held a Lenten lunch in church, a basic meal of home-made soups, bread and cheese and 
a piece of fruit.   It was attended by 24 people, and we raised £110 for Christian Aid. 
Rachel Vest, Churchwarden 

 

NYNEHEAD GARDEN CLUB  
 

The Garden Club has two trips arranged for June and July this year. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Details below: 
 

Cannington – guided tour of the gardens with refreshments. Wednesday 11th June – meet in the car 
park at 1pm. £7 per person which includes entry, guided tour plus tea/coffee and cake. Cannington 
Walled Garden, Church street, Cannington, Bridgwater TA5 2HA  
Directions: Take exit 24 from the M5, continue on A38, take Broadway, Quantock Road, A39 and main 
road to Church Street in Cannington. 
 

Kia-ora Farm and Gardens – tour of gardens with refreshments. Monday 14th July 2025 - Meet in the 
Hall car park at 2pm. £10 per person which includes entry plus tea/coffee and cake. 
All proceeds to go to charity - Hospice last year. Kia-ora Farm, Knowle Lane, Cullompton, EX15 1 PZ 
Directions: Take exit 28 from the M5, take the B3181, Tiverton Road and Knowle Lane to your 
destination.  
If you would like to join the Garden Club after a trip, please let Gordon Stead know on 07818 003385 

 

Flower Show - Saturday 9th August. 
 

The schedule for entries has now been delivered to you with the newsletter. We hope that everyone 
will have a go this year – there is something for everyone, and it makes the day so much fun! If not 
then please do just come along to have a look. We would welcome any raffle prizes anyone may have 
please. These can be delivered either to Gordon Stead or Bob Foster (addresses in the flower show 
schedule). Your support would be very much appreciated. 
 

Forthcoming events 

8th Sept               Stephen Powles   Hedgehogs need us     
13th Oct               Bella Given    Tantalizing Tulips  Everything About Tulips    
10th Nov              Roy Cheek    Hollies and Ivies 

8th Dec                Christmas Party  
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NYNEHEAD CRICKET CLUB 
 

The cricket season has started and NCC has continued its long-term trend of “win some, lose some”!  
Jamie Lee and Callum Hayman have started the season as the youngest Captains in the Club’s 
history, and the team has often had only a couple of over-thirties playing!  Congratulations to them 
for a fantastic start!   
 

NCC is always on the lookout for new players of any age/gender so please do get in touch if you’d 
like to start, or return to playing cricket!  The new “Rivers’ Bar” opened this season, so NCC is now a 
fully-licenced venue. For Fixtures, see the back page of this edition of Nynehead News. 
 

Contact David Raybould (07967 657122) or daraybould@btinternet.com for more info about playing 
cricket or getting involved in NCC.  We’re also still on the lookout for help with groundwork & 
working parties!  
 

AVON & SOMERSET POLICE 
 

We’ve received reports from areas including Weston-super-Mare, Bath and Bristol, where items 
including laptops, game consoles and mobile phones have been advertised for sale on Facebook 
Marketplace and upon collection of the item, the buyer pays, often hundreds of pounds, with 
counterfeit currency which is sadly worthless. Please be cautious.  

Victoria HENDERSON, Police Community Support Officer 

 

NYNEHEAD INFORMATION 
 

Nynehead News has been a mainstay of village life for many years, and will continue to be a ready-
reference for everyone who gets it, either by hand or email.  It is published every three months. If 
you have any comments about the newsletter, including opting for delivery by email, please contact 
Jeremy Toye on jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com. The next edition is due out on Sept 1, with the 
deadline for submission of copy Aug 21. 
 

Nynehead.org is a popular website for a whole range of information about the village, used by 
residents and visitors alike. There is now an active Calendar on the site to check dates on all that is 
happening in and around the village. 
 

Nynehead Now Is now established as a fast means of communicating with parishioners through 
WhatsApp, featuring brief news items related to the village as well as notifications of upcoming events 
within the area. Please send items of interest to Jeremy Toye on WhatsApp at 07801 824755.  If you 
would like to join the group, just send a note to that number or message to 
jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com. 
 

The Floods group on WhatsApp run by Louisa Raybould is an excellent use of instant communications 
dedicated to flooded roads with some 80 subscribers. 
  

mailto:daraybould@btinternet.com
mailto:jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com
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DIARY 

 

Event Date Venue Time 

Church service 8th June All Saints 11.00am 

Garden Club Cannington trip 11th June Hall car park 1.00pm 

‘Deadly NIghtcap’ play 12th June Memorial Hall 
Club open for after 
performance drinks 

7.30pm 

Nynehead Natters 13th June Memorial Hall 2.00-4.00pm 

First Aid/Defib training 14th June Memorial Hall 3.00pm 

Concrete road closure 15th June –
end-Sept 

M5 J26 to Chelston 
roundabout 

24/7 

Parish Council meeting 16th June Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Morning Prayers 22nd June Nynehead Court 
Orangery 

11.00am 

First Aid/Defib training 23rd June Memorial Hall 7.00pm 

TTouch for dogs 24th June Memorial Hall 7.00pm 

First Aid/Defib training 26th June Memorial Hall 7.00pm 

Nynehead Natters 27th June Memorial Hall 2.00-4.00pm 

Nynehead Natters 11th July Memorial Hall 2.00-4.00pm 

Skittle Team Family BBQ 12th July Nynehead Club 8.00pm 

Church service 13th July All Saints 11.00am 

Kia-ora Garden Club trip 14th July Hall car park 2.00pm 

Open Mic Night 18th July Nynehead Club 7.00pm 

Annual Club BBQ and Ferret 
Racing 

19th July Nynehead Club 7.00pm 

Annual Ferret Show 20th July Memorial Hall 
Nynehead Club 

All-day 

Parish Council meeting 21st July Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Nynehead Natters 25th July Memorial Hall 2.00-4.00pm 

Morning Prayers 27th July Nynehead Court 
Orangery 

11.00am 

Annual Flower Show 9th August Memorial Hall 2.00pm 

Church service 10th August All Saints 11.00am 

Open Mic Night 15th August Nynehead Club 7.00pm 

Parish Council meeting 18th August Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Nynehead Natters 22ndAugust Memorial Hall 2.00-4.00pm 

Morning Prayers 24th August Nynehead Court 
Orangery 

11.00am 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Organisation Contact Phone Email 
NHS non-urgent  111  

Police non-urgent  101  

Parish Council    

Chair Jeremy Toye 07801 

824755 

Jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com 

 

Vice Chair Jan Butterley 461348 jan@nyneheadfruit.co.uk 

Members Amanda Harcombe  amandaharcombe975@gmail.com  
 Malcolm Vest 461758 malcolm.vest@btinternet.com 

 Rachael Ball Risk 975826 rachaelnyneheadparish@gmail.com 

Clerk to Council Vicky Hebditch 461474 nyneheadclerk@gmail.com 

Footpath Liaison 
Officer 

Joe Frost 663909 sanJo7@talktalk.net 

District & County 
Councillor 

Gwilym Wren 400657 cllr.g.wren@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk 

Police  PCSO Vicky 
Henderson 

07889 
655302 

victoria.henderson@avonandsomerset.police.u
k 

All Saints Church 

Churchwarden 

Rachel Vest 461758 malcomandrachel.vest@btinternet.com 

Cricket Club    

Captain Jamie Lee 07467 
275861 

jamielee39@g mail.com 

Chairman David Raybould 07967 
657122 

daraybould@btinternet.com 

Garden Club Gordon Stead 07818 
003385 

gordonstead@gmail.com 

Jubilee Playing 
Field 

Rachael Ball Risk 975826 nyneheadplayingfield@gmail.com 

Memorial Hall    

Chair Gary Sparks 07852 
335176 

gm.sparks@talktalk.net 

Bookings Barbara Greenslade 07500 
905545 

nyneheadhallbookings@btinternet.com 

Caretaker Jeremy Toye 07801 
824755 

jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com 

Nynehead Club   
Secretary      

Amanda Harcombe  amandaharcombe975@gmail.com 

Village Agent Sharon Coles 07947 
901559 

sharonc@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Nynehead News Jeremy Toye 07801 
824755 

jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com 

 

Nynehead News publication dates and deadlines for 2025 

Deadline for copy      Publication date 

Thursday 21st August      Monday 1st September 

Friday 21st November      Monday 1st December 

mailto:Jtoyenyneheadcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:victoria.henderson@avonandsomerset

